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| am Santa's mouse. | am going to tell you about the Month of Christmas. 
Here is my tale. It is all true, of course. | hope you like it. 


A 
In a time before time began some travelers embarked on a long journey. It was a moonlit night and 
Old Man Winter had just brought the first snow of the season. The party left the Enchanted Forest at 
half past yesterday and arrived at a quarter 'til tomorrow. They all love the cold and snow, as do the 
reindeer they brought with them. The place they settled in is called the North Pole by some. 


For safety, the Nutcracker and his soldiers lead the way. No one was sure what they would find. They 
were accompanied by five fairies. Their magic made the Nutcracker's sleigh easily glide along in the 
new fallen snow, almost like it was flying. 
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Behind them were a dozen elves in a large sleigh pulled by reindeer. There were two woodworkers, 
two cobblers, two tailors, two bakers , two confectioners, and two reindeer keepers. All were 
masters of their craft. 


Other elves came along, also in sleighs pulled by reindeer. They were helpers for the craftsmen elves. 
Dashing through the snow in one reindeer open sleighs over the fields they went, laughing all the way. 
The bells on the reindeer rang and made their spirits light. It was so much fun all the elves sang a 
sleighing song that night, Jingle Bells. 


> 
Did you know Jingle Bells was written down in 1857 by James Lord Pierpont? As the elves tell it...One 


snowy evening, Pierpont was half asleep when he heard bells and two little voices outside his window 
singing. The voices were those of two elves returning from a shoemaker's house. As their sleigh 
skimmed over the newly fallen snow, they sang, “Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells...”. Pierpont then fell asleep 
When he woke, he wrote down the song as he remembered it. Did he dream it all? 


In the last sleigh was a jolly old elf and his wife. His name is Santa Claus and he is a master of all crafts. 
He is especially skilled at making toys. He was also the elf that all the others looked up to because he 
was kind and generous, as was his wife. His sleigh was pulled by eight tiny reindeer. His dog, Fudge, sat 
in the front of the sleigh. 


‘ 


Upon arriving at the North Pole, the elves built houses for themselves and barns and corrals for the 
reindeer. 


To light and warm their homes, the elves catch sunbeams. The sunbeams come through their 
windows and form a sunbead in jars on tables. As it becomes dark, the sunbeads glow with a warm 
soothing light. When it is time for bed, the elves cover them to make the rooms dark. A sunbead can 
glow for up to a week from one hour of sun. 


Sunbeams also go down the chimneys when the sun is directly overhead. Each fireplace has a glass 
door that keeps the sunbeams from coming in the room. The sunbeams warm the elves’ homes all 
year long at the cold North Pole. 
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The elves also built shops where they practice their crafts. The woodworkers make toys. The cobblers 
make shoes. The tailors make clothes. The bakers make cookies and cakes and the confectioners make 
the finest candies. 


The five fairies who accompanied the elves from the Enchanted Forest are the Blue Fairy, Yellow Fairy, 
Green Fairy, Pink Fairy, and Orange Fairy. They are all sisters and love the sugar plums that the 


confectioners make. The elves call them the Sugar Plum Fairies. They can appear anywhere in the world 
in the blink of an eye. 
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One day, eons after arriving at the North pole, the Green Fairy was in Turkey. She saw an old man with 
a white beard, wearing a long red gown. He was carrying a large red bag and would stop and give each 
child he met a gift. Some gifts were toys; other gifts were food for those who were very hungry; still 
others were clothes or shoes for the children in rags. The man's name was Saint Nicholas. 


Upon returning to the North Pole, the Green Fairy called a meeting. She told everyone about Saint 
Nicholas. In the Enchanted Forest, the elves had done something similar. They gave things they made 
to the needy. 


15 


A tailor elf said, “We made clothes to help the woman who lives in a shoe with so many children she 
doesn't know what to do.” Mrs. Claus continued “And! brought them food so they would have more 
to eat than bread without any broth before they went to bed.” 
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A woodworker elf told his story. “I made a puppet that looked like a boy for a poor old wood carver 
who wanted a son.” The Blue Fairy continued, ‘And | made the puppet come alive. | told him if he 
behaved, | would turn him into a real boy. After some troubles, he straightened up and now he is a real 
boy. The word carver is so happy, as is the boy.” 
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One baker elf said, “We made dog biscuits for old Mother Hubbard . When she looked in her cupboard. 
she had none and her dog was so hungry.” The other said, '’We also gave a poor hungry dog a bag of 
biscuits. | heard on his way home he went over the troll bridge and looked in the river. He saw himself 
and thought it was another dog with biscuits. The troll jumped up and scared him. The dog dropped 
the bag. Too bad. The troll ate all the biscuits and laughed. Trolls are so troublesome.” 
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The elves decided they wanted to be like Saint Nick. They liked helping others when they lived in the 
Enchanted Forest. One elf suggested “We could give away all the things we make to children around 
the world.” All the elves cheered in agreement. But, how? The world is a big place and they were not 
magic like the fairies who could appear in far-flung places instantly. 
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The Orange Fairy said, ‘We can help. We can make reindeer fly. An elf will be able to travel the world 
in a Sleigh pulled by the reindeer and deliver gifts in one night or faster.” The elves thought this was a 
grand idea. But who would deliver the gifts? 
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One elf said, “It should be Santa. He is the kindest and most generous of all.” The elves cheered. Santa 
said, “Thank you, | would be honored to do this. Ho Ho Ho!“ The elves cheered once again. A tailor elf 
said, “And we will make you red clothes like Saint Nicholas, all trimmed in white.” And that is how 
Santa got his red suit. 
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So... now you know how Christmas began. The elves work all year and have a special month of 
activities leading up to Christmas day. It is called the Month of Christmas. The Month of Christmas is a 
busy and fun time at the North Pole. 
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Christmas Month 


There are twenty five days in this month. During Christmas Month, everyone who lives at the North 
Pole is busy making gifts, delicious treats, and doing fun activities. For Santa and all the elves, gifts are 
a Way of giving. They believe Christmas is about giving not getting. 
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| have told you how Christmas began. Do you know everyone who lives at the North Pole? 
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There is me, of course. When Santa built his house, he built it near my mouse hole in a snowy field. He 
Saw me one day and asked if | wanted to live in a nice warm house instead of a cold hole in the ground. 
| said, “Yes, thank you.” , of course. Wouldn't you? 
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There is Santa. He has many names around the world besides Santa Claus. Father Christmas, Saint 
Nicholas, Saint Nick, Kris Kringle are just a few of his names. He is also called Pere Noel in French and 
Sinterklaas in Dutch. 
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Santa's wife lives here, of course. Mrs. Claus has a bakery and cafe. She makes the yummiest foods, 
especially cakes and cookies. That is why Santa is fat. He loves her cakes and cookies. In the Enchanted 
Forest, Mrs. Claus led the local Elf Scout troop. The scouts would deliver cookies they baked to all 
the residents of the Enchanted Forest. Mrs. Claus also taught the scouts to do good deeds which they 
did on a daily basis. She has an Elf Scout Troop at the North Pole now. The Elf Scouts have all won 
badges for baking cookies and doing good deeds. 
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Other than Santa, Mrs. Claus, and me there are the elves and reindeer who came with Santa before 
time began. The elves are very skilled craftsman and can make anything. 
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They make only wooden toys using wood from the Gingerbread Man's tree farm where he grows 
woodentoy trees. Woodentoy trees have a special wood with no bark, no leaves, and wood that is 
very smooth, ready to be made into toys. They also make dolls, stuffed animals, and clothes using 
cotton material and yarn made by the miller's daughter who is a master weaver and seamstress. It is 
said she can weave straw into gold. 


Did you know that cavemen children had toys? The elves tell a story about a caveman who visited the 
North Pole. He saw the toys that the elves were making and went back and began making toys. 
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Toys were first made by hand. Today, most toys are made by machines. Santa even has some toy 
making machines. The machines were designed and made magic by the fairies. They only make 
wooden toys. The elves need help making toys some years if children have been especially kind and 
generous. An elf simply puts a piece of wood in the machine and out pops a toy. 
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Some elves take care of the reindeer. They feed them, brush them, and give them baths. 


Santa's reindeer CAN fly. Have you seen reindeer fly? Santa's can. Their names are Dasher, Dancer, 
Prancer ,Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner, and Blitzen. Do you remember who gave the reindeer the ability 
to fly? The Sugar Plum Fairies did. The fairies made that happened as they promised. 


The Sugar Plum Fairies are a very big help to Santa all year long. They have several jobs. One is to 
deliver Christmas cookies that the elves bake. They also collect and deliver moonbeams, stardust, and 
Christmas stars. | will tell you more about that later. 
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The Fairies have one more job and it is the most important one. They fly around the world and look for 
people, not only children, being kind and generous. They do this all year long, but especially during 
Christmas Month. They make two lists for Santa. The kind and generous people go on the 'nice' list 


and the others go on the 'naughty' list. If a person is kind or generous one day and not the next, they 
can change lists. And, the opposite is also true. I'll tell you more about how the list works later. 
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So, you better watch out and you better not cry. You better not pout. | will tell you why. Do you know? 
Santa is coming on the 25" day of Christmas month. He uses the lists to decide what to give to people 
all around the world. Some will get gifts, some will get coal. 
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Do you know who else lives at the North Pole? Santa's cat and dog do. Fudge, his dog, is brown and 
guards Santa's workshop. His cat is white with blue eyes. Her name is Iris. She loves to play and helps 
Santa with the gifts. 
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When Santa left the Enchanted Forest he did not have a cat. Here is how he got Iris. 
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One day in the Enchanted Forest, four little kittens were piece their home looking for their mittens. 
A blue butterfly fluttered through the yard. One of the kittens, a white one, began to chase it, as 


kittens will do. 
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The butterfly led the kitten to a deep, dark well. When the kitten jumped up on the well to catch it, the 
butterfly turned into the Dark Fairy and startled her. 


The evil fairy laughed and disappeared. The kitten fell to the bottom of the well. Wet and scared, she 
cried, ““Meow, Meow.” She had bumped her head on the way down. 
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It happened that day that the Sugar Plum Fairies had come to the Enchanted Forest to visit their sister, 
Tinkerbell. They heard the kitten crying and flew to the well. 
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The Pink Fairy waved her wand and the kitten rose out of the well. She was cold, wet and scared. The 
Blue Fairy asked, “Who put you in the well?” “I don't know. | don't remember . | just found myself in 
the well, cold and wet, with a bump on my head.” replied the kitten. 
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The Orange Fairy said, “I bet it was the Dark Fairy. She is wicked. | wish she were not our sister.” Yes, 
besides Tinkerbell, the Dark Fairy is also their sister. 
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The Green Fairy asked, “Where do you live?” The kitten, still shaking from the cold water said, “I don't 
' 


know. | don't remember” The Orange fairy then asked, “Would you like to live with us at the North 
Pole?” The kitten said she would love to. 
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Off they flew to the North Pole. The kitten magically flew too. | wonder how that happened? The 
fairies would have to visit Tinkerbell another day. 
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When they arrived, Mrs Claus saw the kitten and said, “Oh, what a beautiful kitten. | love kittens. | had 
a white kitten with blue eyes just like this one when | was a little girl.” 
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The fairies had a quick discussion amongst themselves . What do you think they are talking about? 
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Then the Blue Fairy asked Mrs. Claus, ‘Would you like to take care of the kitten?” She replied, “Oh, 
Yes! Can I?” The Green Fairy said, “If it is alright with her.” The kitten looked at Mrs. Claus, smiled, and 
said, “Yes, | would like that.” Mrs. Claus was overjoyed. She said, “I will name her Iris because her eyes 
are the color of the iris flower.” 
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So, that is how Santa got a cat. You will hear more about her adventures during Christmas Month. 
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Let me tell you who else lives at the North Pole. My friends, the Christmas Mice do. They deliver candy 
canes to all the nice people in the world during Christmas Month. | will tell you more about that later. 
They live in the fields around the North Pole. 
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The Nutcracker and his soldiers guard the North Pole. Late in the month the fairies perform part of 
The Nutcracker ballet. 
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At the North Pole, there are some who can be naughty. | am talking about Jack Frost and the 
Christmas Goblins. 


Jack was once an elf but now he can fly. He also has magical powers given to him by Old Man Winter. 
He is rightly called a pixie. In the fall, before the Month of Christmas, he flies around the world 
painting the leaves beautiful shades of red and orange and yellow. He is quite an artist. 


pp) 


ade 


Le 
= N 


Psy _ > — 


J 


Jack also brings the frosty weather so it feels like Christmas time. He paints frost on the trees and 
grass, and even on the windows of houses. He is best friends with the North Wind and Old Man 
Winter. They work together to make it cold and snowy. Jack also plays tricks. He thinks he is very 
funny. He loves to annoy Santa and the elves. He annoyed a fairy once but she zapped him with her 
wand. He does not bother fairies anymore. 
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The Christmas Goblins look mean and scary but they are not. They are just thieves like pocket mice 
who live in the desert and steal from kangaroo rats. They always try to steal Christmas cookies, candy, 
and gifts. You will see what | mean as | tell you more about the Month of Christmas. 
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Lastly, there are the animals that live in the forest around the North Pole. They love to come to the 
Christmas Parade on the first day of Christmas Month. Let's see what happens at the parade and at the 
big dinner after. That is in the next book, “The Month of Christmas-Day 1-5” 
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Want to decorate and elf house, pack some Elf Scout cookies, or make some toys? Click on 


“Activities”. Enjoy! 
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